Physics is a very mathemati-
cal science. Yet Paradoxi~
Ca”g, Phgsicists are often
very Poetical PeoPIe. Poets,
after all, distill the most
meaning into the fewest
words ~Jus‘c like the laws of
Phgsics.

The first line traclitiona”g

ir\troc]uces a PCFSOH and a

location, and usua”g ends
with the name of the loca-
tion, though sometimes with
that of the person. A true
limerick is suPPosecl to have
a kind of twist to it. This

A ewton pushes wall
Wall pashes back on Aewton
T hivd faw in action

Haiku is a form of Japanese Poetrg. As written }_79 English
poets, haiku has three lines of 5-7-5 sg“ables.

Another form of short poetry is the limerick. The rhyme
scheme is usua“y aabbaj with a rather rigid meter. The
ﬁrs’cJ second, and fifth lines are three metrical {:ee’c; the
third and fourth two metrical feet. The foot used is usu-
a”9 the amphibrach, a stressed sgnable between two un-
stressed ones. However it can be considered an anapestic
Foot, two short sg”ables and then a long, the reverse of

dactgl rhgthm, However, many substitutions are common.

1 Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerick %28poetry%29
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may lie in the final line, or it
may lie in the way the rhgmes are often intentiona”g tor-
tured, or in both. Though not a strict requirement, the
best limericks are usua”g those that aclclitiona”g show
some form of internal rhgme, often alliteration, sometimes

assonance or another Forrn O1C rhgme.‘

There was a young lady called Bright
Who could travel much faster than light.
She set out one day

In a relative way

And returned on the previous night.
Arthur Buller in Punch, 19 Dec. 1923
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Your Assignment

Write five haiku or limericks about Phgsics toPics that you
have studied. Present these poems in Postcr form. The

style of the Poster should match the tone of your poems.

Evalaa tion

You will be marked accorc{ing to the Fo”owing criteria:

Phgsics: Does your poem ca[:)ture the essence o1c the

Phgsics concePt itis conveging? Is the Phgsics correct?

Poetrg: Are the rhgme and meter of your poems correct?
Do thcg scan Prol:)erlg? Are they casy to say aloud?
(Both haiku and limericks are sPokcn Poems.)

Artistrg: Is your Poster decoratedina stglc matching

your Poems? Are your poems easy to read?

All of the above criteria are equa”g imPortant.
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